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NOTICE  OF  HISTORICAL  AND  PIONEER  SOCIETIES  IN  OHIO. 

BY  C.  C.  BALDWIN,  SEOBETAET. 


For  the  purpose  of  preparng  as  full  an 
account  as  possible  of  all  associations  in 
Ohio  of  an  historical  character,  whether 
local  or  general,  Our  Secretary  in  the  fall  of 
1873,  gave  a  wide  circulation  to  the  follow- 
ing note : 

SIR:  Will  vou  be  s;ood  enough  to  inform  me, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  whether  there  is  or  has 
been  an  Historical  or  Pioneer  Society  in  ywur 
town  or  county,  and  if  so,  when  it  was 
formed,  its  name  or  style,  and  who  are  or 
were  its  managers,  what  papers,  books,  relics 
or  records  are  in  existence  and  in  whose 
custody  ?  If  there  has  been  none,  state  that 
fact  in  your  reply. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

C.  C.  BALDWIN, 
Secretary  W.  R.  &  N.  O.   His.  Socy. 

In  case  no  response  u.i  made  by  the 
officers  of  societies  or  when  it  was  pre- 
sumed none  were  in  existence,  recourse 
was  had  to  the  County  Auditors,  to  Post- 
masters and  other  public  men  of  the  coun- 
ties.- The  following  list  and  notices  is  made 
up  from  replies  to  the  circulars  and  from 
all  other  accessible  sources  of  information. 

The  spirit  of  historical  research  has  never 
been  a  prominent  characterisiic  of  Ohio. 
In  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Iowa — States 
which  were  organized  after  Ohio  had  been 
so  long  in  existence  that  its  history  began  to 
be  lost— the  Legislatures  have  by  an  annual 
appropriation,  given  their  historical  socie- 
ties the  means  which  are  necessary  to  every 
enterprise  of  the  kind. 

In  1851  an  effort  was  made  to  induce  the 
Legislature  to  assist  in  the  publication  of  a 
selection  of  documents,  relating  to  events 


prior  to  1803,  when  the  State  government 
was  organized.  But  the  first,  and  only 
money  appropriated  for  historical  purposes 
in  thib  State  was  for  the  purchase  of  the  St. 
Cla  r  papers,  in  1870,  which  are  now  in  the 
State  Library,  which  was  procured  through 
the  exertions  of  this  Society,  with  the  hearty 
assistance  of  Governor  Hayes. 

STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

On   the   first    of   February  1822,  several 
prominent  public  men  who  were  at  Colum- 
bus secured  the  passage  of  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  •  'Historical    Society    of  Ohio." 
The  first  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  Columbus, 
September  1822.     In  an  address  deli/ered 
before  the  Firelands  Historical  Society.  June 
1858,  the  late  Hon,   Elisha  Whittlesey,  sta- 
ted that  be  went  to  Columbus  "to    partici- 
4  pate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  society,"  that 
'Jeremiah    Morrow,    Duncan     McArthur, 
1  and    many    more     worthy    and    distin. 
4  guished  pioneers  were  there,  who  assembled 

*  in  the  evening,  and  a  very  interesting  and 
'  delightful  conversation  took  place,  about 
'  the  early  settlements  of  different  sections 

*  of  the    State.     Towards    twelve  o'clock, 
'be  suggested  to    Governor  Morrow  that 
1  it  was  we'l  to  call  the  meeting  to  order 
4  and  organize.      The  Governor  concurred 
'  but  immediately  reunited  in  conversation 
'  with  others,    and    somewhere  between    2 
'  o'clock,  and  daylight,  those  who  remained 
1  in  the  room  at  that  time  separated  without 
'  an  organization  of  the  society." 

The  men  of  that  day  did  not  pufllciently 
value  the  record  of  their  own  deeds.  The 
charter  for  this  society  is  to  be  found  in  the 
local  laws  of  the  session  of  1821-2,  p.  47. 


OHIO  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


HISTORICAL  AND   PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  OF 
OHIO. 

On  the  llth  day  of  February  1831 
another  act  was  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  first  section  of  which 
provided  that,  Benjamin  Tappen,  and 
twenty-nine  other  persons,  from  various 
counties  of  the  State,  named  in  the  act,  with 
such  other  persons  as  might  from  time  to 
time,  become  members,  should  be  "a  body 
corporate,  and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the 
Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of 
Ohio,"  with  the  usual  provision  as  to  the 
powers  of  corporations,  it  being  carefully 
"Provided,  moreover,  that  the  funds  of  said 
corporation,  shall  not  be  used  and  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose  of  banking."  Among 
the  corporators  was  Jared  P.  Kirtland,  of 
Trumbull  county,now  of  Cuyahoga  county, 
gratefully  remembered  in  the  name  of  our 
sister  society.  "The  Kirtland  Society  of 
Natural  History,"  of  Cleveland. 

Tbis  society  was  organized,  its  by-laws 
being  passed  31st  December  1831,  and  the 
following  officers  elected: 

President,  Benjamin  Tappen. 

Vice  Presidents,  Ebenezer  Lane,  Rev.  Wm 
Preston. 

Cor.  Secretary,  Alfred  Kelly. 

Rec.  Secretary,   P.  B.   Wilcox. 

Tieasurer,  John  W.   Campbell. 

Curators,  Gustavus  Swan,  Edward  King, 
S.  P.  Hildreth,  B.  G.  Leonard,  J.  P.  Kirt- 
land. 

An  account  of  the  succeeding  officers  will 
be  found  in  "A  Sketch  of  the  Historical 
Societies  of  Ohio,"  made  by  James  H.  Per- 
kins and  G  William  Keadall,  in  1849,  a 
committee  of  the  society,  published  in 
1850,  with  the  annual  discourse  delivered  by 
Wm.  D.  Gallagher. 

This  society  published  in  1838,  at  Colum- 
bus, one  volume  printed  by  Cutler  &  Pils- 
burv,  an  octavo,  of  111  pages,  containing 
various  addresses  made  before  it,  and 
other  historical  articles. 

The  President,  Mr.  Tappen,  in  the  first 
annual  address,  alluded  to  the  br<ef  history 
of  the  first  "Ohio  Historical  Society,"  and 
the  purpose  in  the  new  society  to  col- 
lect material  for  the  natural  as  well  as  the 
civil  history  of  the  State.  The  society,  how- 
eveT,  has  always  been  strictly  historical. 

In  1839,  part  2d  of  volume  one  of  its  trans- 
actions 1  vol.  8  vo.  pp.  334,  was  published,  a 
book  of  great  value,  containing  Burnett's 
letters  on  the  North  West,  since  republished 
separately,  and  other  valuable  addresses  and 
essays,  one  of  them  "On  the  Aborigines  of 
the  valley  of  the  Ohio,"  by  President  Harri 
son. 

Other  addresses  were  separately  publish- 
ed, among  which  was  one  delivered  in  1841, 


t>y  Col.  Charles  Whittle^y,  relating  to  Lord 
Dunmore's  expedition  of  1774 

Tlie  next  meeting  was  held  in  1844,  nnd 
the  next,  which  was  in  December,  1848,  was 
adjourned  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati in  February,  1849,  when  the  members  of 
the  -'Cincinnati  Historical  Society"  were 
elected  members,  and  a  donation  of  the  prop- 
erty of  that  society  was  accepted. 

The  object  of  th's  measure  was  to  transfer 
the  society  from  the  capital  to  Cincinnati. 
Up  to  that  time  it  had  neither  museum,  libra- 
ry or  funds.  During  most  of  the  time 
annual  addresses  had  been  delivered  at  Col- 
umbus, during  the  session  of  the  Legislature 
— some  of  which  are  of  great  value. 

The  officers  of  the  societv  at  its  new  quar- 
ters in  1849  were:  President,  Wm.  D.  Galla- 
gher; Vice  Presidents,  James  H.  Perkins, 
Edward  D.  Mansfield,  Charles  Whittlesey, 
and  tde  usual  other  officers  including  five 
Curators. 

The  society,  to  quote  the  report  of 
1849,  now  had  a  library  of  respectable  size 
(4,000  volumes)  and  some  very  rare  and 
valuable  historical  material,  coi_sistmg 
of  books,  maps,  charts,  and  sketches. 
A  very  valuable  work  entitled  "Pioneer 
History,"  being  an  account  of  the 
first  examination  of  the  Ohio  valley,  and  the 
early  settlement  of  the  Northwest  Territory, 
by  S.  P.  Hildreth,  8-vo.  pp.  528,  Cincinnati, 
H.  W.  Derby  &  Co.,  was  published  >n  1848, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Societv,  as 
the  first  volume  of  its  new  transactions.  It 
was  delivered  in  sheets  to  the  Society,  and 
issued  by  it  in  1849;  as  appears  from  a  Cin- 
cinnati paper  of  the  time. 

With  it  was  given  to  the  society,  the  man- 
uscript of  "Biographical  and  Historical 
memories  of  the  early  pioneers,  settlers  of 
Ohio,  with  narratives  of  incidents,  &c." 
by  the  same  £O,hor.  This  was  published  in 
1852,  with  an  appendix  containing  the  jour- 
nal of  Col.  R.  J.  Meigs,  by  fl.  W.  Derby  & 
Co.,  Cincinnati,  1  vol.  8-vo.  pp.  539  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Ohio  Historical  Society. 
The  society  flourished  for  a  few  years 
and  finally  became  dormant.  Its  books  ana 
pamphlets  were  deposited  in  the  Public 
Library  of  Cincinnati,  and  shared  its  tor- 
tune  and  misfortune  until  the  society  \v»> 
re-organized  on  the  7ih  of  December.'  1 
and  reclaimed  its  own  room,  the  books  them 
numbering  about  eight  hundred,  the  pam- 
phlets sixteen  hundred. 

The  officers  since  that  time  have  been: 
Presidents  —  Kobert     Buchanan,    1868-9; 
Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  since  December.  IS(iS). 

Vice  Presidents — George  Graham,  Stanley 
Matthews,  1868-9;  George  GraLam,  8.  E. 
Wright,  1869-'70;  S.  E.  Wright,  W.  H. 
Muzzey,  since  December,  1870. 


FIRE  LANDS  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Corresponding  Secretaries — Gen.  M.  F. 
Force,  1868-9;  L.  E.  Mills,  18H9-72;  Hon. 
R.  B.  Hayes  1S72-JJ;  Robert  Clarke,  187:1  l. 

Recording  Secretaries  —  Julius  Dexter, 
1868-9;  Horario  Wood,  1809-'7r 

Librur  ans— John  M.  Newton,  1868-9;  Ju- 
lius Dexter,  1869-74. 

Part  1st,  volume  1st,  of  the  Society's  pub 
lications,  issued  in  1888,  had  become  very 
scarce,  only  three  copies  being  known,  none 
of  which  were  in  the  library  of  the  Society 
itself.  In  1872  it  was  republished  by  the  So- 
ciety, and  in  1873  the  Society  published, 
through  Robert  Claike,  in  Cincinnati,  a 
very  handsome,  large  octavo  volume,  pp. 
160,  containing  "Journal  and  Letters  of  Col. 
John  May,  of  Boston,  relating  to  two  jour- 
neys to  the  Ohio  country  in  1788  and '89," 
accompanied  by  a  biographical  sketch  nnd 
notes.  This  volume  is  offered  by  the  So- 
ciety, as  the  commencement  of  a  new  series. 

The  Society  has  in  its  varied  fortunes  been 
of  great  value  to  the  State,  and  has  in  ts 
publications  preserved  much  that  would  now 
be  lost  were  it  not  for  its  efforts.  Its  indi- 
rect influence  upon  individuals,  and  their 
contributions  to  the  historv  of  our  State  has 
been  not  less  valuable.  It  has  now  an  en- 
dowment of  $8,650,  including  furniture, 
4,645  books,  and  13,066  pamphlets,  and  a 
small  museum  of  relics  of  Indians  and 
Mound  Builders. 

FIRELANDS    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  next  society,  extending  over  more  thin 
one  county,  was  "Firelands  Historical  So- 
ciety," organized  at  Norwalk,  Huron  county, 
the  20th  May,  1857. 

Its  objects  are  stated  in  its  constitution  to 
be  "to  collect  and  preserve  in  proper  form 
the  facts  constituting  the  ful<  history  of  the 
"Fire  Lands,"  also  to  obtain  and  preserve 
an  authentic  and  general  statement  of  the  r 
resources  and  productions  of  all  kinds."  At 
the  second  meeting,  17th  June,  1857,  the 
following  officers  were  elected: 

President— Platt  Benedict. 

Five  Vice  Presidents. 

Treasurer — Charles  A.  Preston. 

Recording  Secretary— Phillip  N.  Schuyler. 

Corresponding  Secretaries — F.  D.  Parish, 
Q.  T.  Stewart. 

Committees  were  appointed  for  each 
township  of  the  Firelands. 

The  society  commenced  at  once  the  pub- 
lication of  the  "Fireland's  Pioneer,"  and 
has  collected  and  published  in  that  form  a 
large  quantity  of  valuable  addresses,  town- 
ship history,  personal  reminiscences,  and 
other  interesting  matter. 

The  public  interest  in  this  society  and  its 
meetings  has  been  greater  than  any  other  of 
this  State.  In  1861  it  had  had  fourteen 
quarterly  general  assemblies,  without  missing 
one.  It  baa  collected  a  museum  of  relics 


and  other  articles  of  historic  and  antiquarian 
value  in  its  hall  at  Norwalk.     Mr    Benedirt 
continued    to  be    its  President    until   25tU 
October,  1866,  when   he  died,  aired  91  yean, 
7  months  and  7  days.     He  ira*  flucceecu 
Z.  Phillips.     In  1838  the  Corresponding 
relaries     were     D.     11.     IYa-r     and    P.     N. 
Schuy  er.     From    1869  to  1875   the  Coi 
ponding  Secretaries  were  Hon.  F.  D.  Parish, 
Sandusky;  P.  N.  Schuyler,   Norwalk.     The 
Recording  Secretary,  1875,  is  C.  E.  Carring 
ton,  of  Norwalk. 

The  last  publication  is  volume  eleven, 
October,  1874,  edited  by  Hon.  G.  T.  Stew 
art,  of  Norwalk. 

W.  R.  AND  N.  O.  inSTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Western  Reserve  and  Northern  Ohio 
Histor  cal  Society  has  its  rooms  at  Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga  county.  It  was  planned  in  1866, 
but  no  public  steps  were  taken  for  its  organ- 
ization until  the  llth  of  April,  1867,  wheu 
several  gentlemen  met  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Library  Association,  and  the  society  was 
organized  28th  of  May,  1867.  Its  officers 
first  elected  were : 

President— Col.  Chas.  Whittlesey. 

Vice  President— M.  B.  Scott. 

Secretary— J.  C.  Buell. 

Treasurer — A.  K.  Spencer. 

Curators  for  one  year,  J.  C.  Buell  and  H 

A.  Smith;  for  two  years,  C.  C.  Baldwin,  M 

B.  Scott;    for  three  years,   Joseph  Perkins 
and  Charles  Whittlesey. 

Mr.  Buell  never  acted  as  Secretary,  and 
upon  his  resignation  C.  C.  Baldwin  wa-, 
elected  to  the  place  until  the  19th  of  October, 
1868,  when  he  resigned,  and  A.  T.  Goodman 
was  elected. 

Under  an  arrangement  with  the  Cleveland 
"Society  for  Savings"  and  the  Cleveland 
Library  Association,  the  H'storical  Society 
has  the  perpetual  use,  at  a  low  rent,  of  the 
third  -floor  of  a  stoae  fire-proof  building, 
erected  by  the  Society  for  Savings,  fronting 
the  Public  Square,  near  the  Pt 

The  objects  of  the  Society  are  "todi- 
procure,  and  preserve  whatever  relates  to  the 
history,    biography,   genealogy,  antiquities, 
and  statistics  of  th»  Western  Reserve,  Stale 
of  Ohio,  aud  the  Northwest."     It*  purposes 
include   everything   relating  to  western  his 
tory.     It  has  been  very  successful  for  its  age 
ana  has  accumulated  a  \vr\  valuable  p 
erty.     It  had  at  its  annual  meeting.  12th  of 
May,    1874,    2,424    bound    volum- 
pamphlets,    645  bound  volume-  <>t    nc\\ 
pers,  1,552  maps.     It   ha-  ul-o  a  large  num- 
ber of  manuscripts,  many  of  them  of  great 
value,   and  a  fine  collection  of  relic-  of  the 
Mound  Builders  and  Indians,   relics  of  Brad- 
street's    expedition    of    1?<>1.  *ud 
other  curiosities.     It  has  also  a  ro  ectiou  of 
copies  of  anciect  rockiuscriptij:is,  made  by 
painting  the  artificial  ehUeliugs  ou  tuw  rovk 
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And  pressing  a  cloth  into  them.  Its  library 
includes  the  most  valuable  and  expensive 
books  upon  archeeology,  including  Lord 
Kingsbo rough's  Antiquities  of  Mexico. 

In  June,  1869,  the  Society  made  the  first 
movement  in  the  nmtler  of  the  purchase  of 
the  papers  of  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  the 
first  Governor  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, by  furnishing  the  funds  to  send  its  Sec- 
retary, the  late  Alfred  T.  Goldman,  to  ex- 
amine those  papers  then  in  Kansas. 

It  has  now  (1875)  a  fair  representation  of 
the  stone  implements  of  the  primitive  races 
in  Ohio  and  the  West.  Also  some  vases, 
pottery  and  copper  tools  of  the  Mound  , 
Builders,  with  relics  from  the  valley  of  the  I 
Euphrates  recently  donated  by  W.  P.  Fogg, 
E<q.,  of  this  city,  copies  of  the  Vatican  and 
Napoleon  medals,  and  a  good  beginning  on 
a  collection  of  coins,  and  autographs. 
Our  maps  of  the  West  of  early  date  are  cer- 
tainly worthy  the  attention  of  geographers. 
Our  endowment  fund  is  about  $10,000. 

COUNTY  AND  TOWN  SOCIETIES. 

Adams  county— None,  (Dec.  25,  1873.) 
Allen  county— None,  (Oct.  23,  1873.) 
Ashland  co  mty— None,  (Oct.  13,  1873.) 
The  history  of  the  county  has  been  written 
by  H.  8.  Knapp,  entitled  a  History  of  the 
Pioneer  and  Modern  Times  of  Ashland 
County,  Ohio.  Philadelphia:  1863.  1  vol. 
8  mo.,  pp.  550.  Another  by  Geo.  W.  Hill, 
M.  D.,  is  now  publishing  in  the  " Ashland 
Press,"  wh.ch  is  also  expected  to  be  put  in 
book  form. 

A shtabula  county,  Jefferson,  county  seat. — 
The  Historical  Society  of  Asbtabula'county, 
Ohio,  one  of  the  earlies  in  the  State,  was  in 
active  operation  as  early  as  1841,  and  Mr. 
Howe  in  his  "Historical  Collections,"  p.  37, 
acknowledges  his  obligation  to  it.  It  made 
a  large  and  very  va  uaKe  collection  of  man- 
uscripts and  some  rclic.i.  The  cabinet  is  at 
Jefferson,  and  a  portion  of  the  papers  have 
been  published  recently  in  the  Geneva  Times, 
by  Wairen  P.  Spencer,  the  editor,  who  in 
1853-4,  was  the  last  secretary  of  the  society. 
Mr.  Platt  R.  Spencer,  ce  ebrated  as  a  pen- 
man, wa»  for  a  long  time  secretary  of  the 
society,  and  the  society  owe  him  mu^h  for 
copying,  collect  ng  and  arranging  manu- 
script. The  society  is  now  dormant.  Its 
remaining  manuscr  pts,  still  of  great  value, 
were,  in  July,  1874,  in  charge  of  Hon.  J.  A. 
Giddings,  Wm.  C.  Howe. Is,  J.  A.  Howells, 
W.  P.  Spencer,  and  H.  R.  Gaylord.  These 
gentlemen  at  that  time  placed  them  in  care 
of  the  Western  Reserve  and  Northern  Ohio 
Historical  Society  in  its  fire-proof  room  in 
Cleveland. 

Athens  county,  Athens,  county  seat. — The 
"Athens  County  Pioneer  Association,"  was 
organized  26th  .of  December,  1868,  and 
"has  held  regular  meetings  till  this 


time  (October  1873.)  The  officers  in 
October,  1873,  were  John  Ballard, 
President;  A.  B.  Waller,  Secretary.  It  has 
a  collection  of  biographies,  early  history, 
and  books.  The  history  of  the  count v  has 
been  written  by  CUarles  M.  Walker  and 
published  in  a  handsome  octavo  volume,  pp. 
600,  by  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  1869. 

Auglaize— None,  (Oct.  14th,  1873.) 
Belmont— Never  any,  (Dec.  15th,  1873.) 
Sketches  of  church  history  have  bean  pub- 
lished in  pamph'ets,  by  Rev.  R.  Alexander, 
of  St.  Clairsville,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Crawford, 
of  Moortield. 

Brown  County — None,  (Jan.,  1874.) 
Butler  County,  Hamilton,  county  seat — 
A  Pioneer  Association  was  formed  in  this 
county  about  1869.  The  olticers  are  Jonu 
M.  Milliken,  Fergus  Anderson.  Dr.  Falconer 
and  H.  S.  Earheart.  Tbe  society  has  no  ex- 
tensive col  ections.  The  biographies  of  the 
most  prominent  pioneers  have  been  written 
by  the  late  James  McBride,  of  Hamilton, 
and  published  by  Robert  Ciark  &  Co. ,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.  "Pioneer  Biographies,  by 
James  McBride;  Vol.  I.,  8vo.,  pp.  352,  in 
1869;  Vol.  II.,  8vo.,  pp.  288,1870." 
Carrol  County — None,  (Jan.,  1874.) 
Champaign  county,  Urbana,  county  seat— 
"The  Western  Pioneer  Association, "formed 
in  1870,  composed  of  old  settlers  of  Cham- 
paign and  Lo^an  counties,  Sept.  7,  1871, 
met  at  Bellefontaine.  A  committee  was 
appo  nted  to  collect,  arrange  and  prepare  the 
material  tor  a  pioneer  history  of  these  coun- 
lies;  Committee,  Dr.  B.  S.  Brown,  Dr. 
Thomas  Cowgill  and  Joshua  Antrim.  The 
work  is  being  published  as  "Antrim's  His- 
tory," ($3  per  vol.,  400  to  500  pp.)  Mr.  An- 
trim's address  is  East  Liberty,  Logan  Co.,  O. 
The  society  has  records,  re  ics,  &<:.,  in  the 
custody  ot  its  secretary,  T.  S.  McFarland,  of 
Concord,  Champaign  county.  President,  J. 
M.  Glover,  ot  West  Liberty,  Ohio. 

Clark  county,  Springfield—"  The  Clark 
County  Pioneer  Society"  was  organ- 
tzed  on  the  7th  of  June,  1870, 
and  had  monthly  meetings  for  two 
years,  but  has  ceased  to  meet  regularly; 
A.  Bassett,  President;  John  Ludlow.  Vice 
President;  James  S.  Austin,  Treasurer.  It 
has  no  property.  Papers  have  been  pub- 
lished by  members  of  the  society,  furnishing 
sketches  of  Springtield  and  Clarke  county 
from  1796  to  1828.  This  society  is  called  in 
vol.  9  of  the  Fireland  Pioneer,  "The  Med 
River  Valley  Pioneer  and  Historical  Asso- 
ciation." The  address  delivered  at  its  or- 
ganization, 2d  of  May,  1870,  is  contained  in 
that  volume.  It  has  held  no  meeting  for 
some  years.  (1874.) 

Clermont  county,  Batavia,  April  3d,  ,1974 
— Has  never  had  a  society.  Some  years  age 
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R.  W.  C'arke,  Esq.,  commenced  a  history 
the  county,  which  was  interrupted  by  his 
death  about  1872. 

Clinton  county — None,  October  27th,  1873. 

Columhiana  county — The  Columbiana  Pi- 
oneer Association  and  Historical  Soc'ety 
was  organized  in  1870.  Pt  holds  annual  meet- 
ings in  September  with  a  dinner  and  celebra- 
tion. 

President — H.  H.  Gregg,  New  Lisbon. 

Vice  President— W.  D.'  Hinkle.  Salem. 

Secretary — P.  C.  Young,  New  Lisbon. 

Treasurer — John  Frost,  New  Lisbon. 

Has  published  several  old  newspaper 
records;  biographies,  &c. 

Coshocton  county — Never  anv,  (Oct.  1st, 
1873.) 

Crawford  county — A  society  callad  the 
"Crawford  County  Pioneer  Society"  was  at- 
tempted some  years  ago.  Its  existence  was 
so  ephemeral  that  it  did  nothing  whatever. 
(Oct.  13,  1873.) 

Cuya'ioea  County,  Cleveland— The  "His- 
atoricai  Society  of  Cuyahoga  County," 
was  founded  in  1857,  '  and  the  organ- 
ization was  completed  15th  February  1858. 
The  officers  were :  President,  Leonard  Case, 
with  a  Vice  President  in  every  town  in  the 
county;  John  Barr,  Secretary;  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  for  each  township 'to  pre- 
serve the  local  history;  of  which  committee 
the  Vice  President  for  that  township,  was 
the  chairman.  A  grand  picnic  was  held  at 
Newburg,  20th  October,  1858,  at  which  it  is 
estimated  five  thousand  persons  were  pres- 
ent. Hon.  R.  P.  Spalding,  of  Cleveland,  de- 
livered the  address.  The  celebration  was 
very  successful.  The  13th  June,  1860,  a 
second  celebration  was  held  in  the  same 
town,  which  was  m  every  way  as  successful 
as  the  firs;.  Col.  Charles  Whittlesey,  of 
Cleveland,  delivered  the  address.  The  Re- 
bellion broke  up  tne  association.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  revive  it  in  1870,  which 
utterly  failed.  The  papers  of  the  society 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  Western  Reserve 
&  Northern  Ohio  Historical  Society.  The 
local  history  of  most  of  the  towns  was  pre- 
sented to  the  society  and  published  in  the 
Cleveland  papers. 

Darke  county,  Greenville — "Darke  County 
Pioneer  Association"  organized  4th  July 
1871. 

President— John  S.  Hi  Her. 

Secretary-  D.  M.  Stephensou. 

Corresponding  Secretary — H.  K.  McCon- 
nell,  Judge  John  W  harry. 

No  collections  beyond  a  few  articles  of 
local  value  (May  13th,  1874.) 

Defiance  county,  no  society  (Oct.  13th, 
1873)— H.  S.  Knapp  has  recently  published 
"A  History  of  the  Maumee  Valley,"  at  the 
Blade  Office,  Toledo,  which  includes  this 
county. 


Delaware  county — There  is  a  pioneer  so- 
ciety m  this  county  organized  July  1870. 

President— E  C.  Vining. 

Secretary — James  McCoy. 

The  society  has  collected  no  relics  or  pa- 
pers of  especial  value. 

Erie  county — No  society,  Oct.  l^i 

Faiifield  county— None,  May    17th,  1874. 

Fayette  county — Has  a  Pioneer  Society, 
which  collects  relics,  facts,  books,  &c. 

Adam  Glaze,  President,  Washington  C. 
H.  I  have  failed  to  learn  more  (Dec.  16, 
1873.) 

Franklin  county, Columbus — "The  Pioneer 
Association  of  Franklin  County,"  was  or- 
ganized June  2d,  1866.  Officers  in  1873: 

J.  E.  St.  Clair,  President. 

Col.  G.  8.  fnnis,  Secretary. 

Have  records  of  proceedings  and  a  num- 
ber of  historical  sketches. 

The  history  of  Franklin  county  has  been 
written  by  William  F.  Martin,  in  an  8  vo. 
volume,  pp  450,  published  1858,  at  Colum- 
bus, O.  A  history  of  Columbus,  by  Jacob 
H.  Strider,  1  vol.  8  vo.,  pp  584,  1873, 
Columbus. 

Fulton  county— None  (Oct.  13th,  1873.) 

Gallia  county— None  (Oct.  23d,  1873.) 

Geauga  county — The  Historical  Society  of 
this  county  was  formed  16th  September, 
1873. 

It  meets  annually  at  Burton,  on  10th  of 
September,  and  at  other  times  on  call. 

Its  President  is  Hon.  Lester  Taylor,  of 
Chardv)L. 

Vice  Presidents— One   for  each  township. 

Secretary— S.  Clapp,  Huntsburg. 

Corresponding  Secretary — R.  N.  Ford, 
Burton.  And  a  Board  of  Managers. 

Its  object  is  to  collect  the  history  of  the 
pioneers  and  relics. 

General  J.  A.  Garfie'd  delivered  an  able 
address  on  the  discovery  and  ownership  ot 
the  Northwestern  Territory  and  sett  ement 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  which  has  been 
published  in  the  county  and  other  papers, 
also  by  this  Society  in  pamphlet  form. 

The  history  of  many  of  the  townships 
has  been  written  by  General  B'erce,  and 
published  in  the  newspapers. 

Greene  county— None,  (Oct.  13th,  1873.) 

Guernsey  county — None,  (Oct.  15th,  1873.) 

Hamilton  county — "The  Cincinnati  II;- 
torical  Society"  was  organized  m  August, 
1844.  Its  officers  were  then: 

President — Rev.  James  H.  Perkins. 

Vice  Presidents— John  P.  Foote,  Wm.  D. 
Gallagher. 

Recording  Secretary — E.  P.  Norton. 

Treasurer — R.  Buchanan. 

Librar  an — A.  Randall. 

It  published  iu  1845  No.  1  of  its  annuals, 
containing  its  constitution,  a  circular,  and 
an  address  by  D.  K.  Este. 
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In  1847,  Dr.  Hildreth  presented  to  it  the 
manuscript  of  his  "Pioneer  History."  In 
1848  its  President,  Vice  Presidents  and  Sec- 
retary were  the  same  as  those  of  the  Ohio 
Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  for 
1849.  The  members  then  voted  to  donate 
their  property  to  the  other,  the  members 
of  this  society  having  been  elected  members 
of  the  other.  See  account  of  the  Ohio  His- 
torical and  Philosophical  Society  herein. 

"The  Cincinnati  P  oneer  Acsociation" 
was  organized  23d  November  1856,  its 
members  all  persons  who  resided  in  Ohio,  on 
or  before  July  4,1812,which  time  is  since  ex- 
tended to  July  1815.  Its  officers  in  1873 
were: 

Pres.  Hon.  David  K.  Este. 

Vice  President,  Nicholas  Gorham. 

Cor.  Sec.,  Jeremiah  M.  Clark. 

Rec.  Sec.,  JolmD.  Caldwell. 

Its  proceedings  appear  in  "the  Cincinnati 
Pioneer."  published  from  time  to  time  by 
its  Recording  Secre1ary.  Its  last  celebra- 
tion which  has  attracted  my  notice  was  held 
April  7,  1874. 

Hancock  county— None  (Oct.  14,  1873.) 

Harrison  county— None  (Oct.  21,  1873.) 

Hardin  county — Kenton. 

The  Hardin  county  Pioneer  Association, 
was  organized  9th  June  1868. 

Judge  Hugh  Stetson,  President. 

A.  W.  Newman,  M.  D.  Secretary.  Its 
members  are  all  citizens  immigrating  prior 
to  January  1840.  Meetings  second  Saturday 
of  June  annually.  Has  books,  records,  and 
sketches  of  pioneer  life. 

Henry  county— None  (Oct.  10,  1873.) 

Highland  county— None  (Dec.  16,  1873.) 

Hocking  county— None  (Dec.  20,  1873.) 

Holmes  county — None. 

Huron  County,  Norwalk — "Iho  Histori- 
cal and  Geological  Society  of  Norwalk  Sem- 
inary was  organised  in  1842,  to  collect  facts 
and  incidents,  relative  to  the  early  historv 
of  Ohio." 

President — Rev.  A.  Wilson. 

Secretary— H.  Dwight. 

It  made  a  collection  of  geological  speci- 
mens, but  nothing  historical.  Itlived  but  a 
short  lime. 

For  the  "Fireland's  Pioneer  Association," 
which  has  its  headquarters  at  Norwalk,  see 
the  account  of  general  soc.eties  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  paper. 

Jackson  County— None,  (Dec.  24th,  1878.) 

Jefferson  County — None.  There  was  at 
Steubenviile  for  a  time  a  society  called  "The 
Triangle,"  composed  of  three  ministers, 
three  doctors,  and  three  lawyers,  who  met 
weekly  to  investigate  literary,  scientific,  and 
historical  questions.  It  had  no  collections, 
but  kept  a  record. 

Knox  County— None.  "The  History  of 
Knox  County,  "'from  1778  to  1862,  inclusive, 


has  been  written  by  A.  Banning  Norton,  of 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio.  8vo.,  pp.  424.;  Co- 
lumbus, O. 

Lake  County— None.  (Oct.  11,  1873.) 

Lawrence  county — None  (October  10th, 
1873.) 

Licking  county — Newark.— The  Licking 
County  Pioneei,  Historical  snd  Antiquarian 
Society  organized  May  1867.  From  the  an- 
nual report  made  July  4th,  1873  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Newark  American  of  llth  July, 
1873,  it  appears  that  the  society  has  a  library 
of  148  volumes,  127  pamphlets,  and  hun- 
dreds of  newspapers  and  newspaper  slips. 
AUo  numerous  manuscripts,  and  a  collection 
of  relics  of  the  mound  builders,  Indians, 
Revolutionary  times  and  pioneers  in  great 
variety.  TLe  society  has  published  eight 
pamphlets,  devoted  to  the  history  of  the 
county,  and  107  pioneer  papers,  describing 
the  works  of  the  mound  builders,  the 
county  Indian  history,  sketches  of  the 
the  early  settlers  and  pioneer  history.  It 
has  been  conducted  with  zeal  and  efficiency, 
and  has  in  its  possession  the  material  for  a 
systematic,  particular,  and  full  history  of 
the  county. 

It  seems  exceedingly  desirable  that  the 
society  should  publish  in  book  form  the 
substa'nce  of  their  papers.  Pamphlets  and 
and  newspaper  slips  are  riches  that  soon 
take  wings  and  fly  away.  An  account  of  the 
history  of  the  county  cannot  but  interest  the 
entire* State.  An  account  of  the  works  of 
the  mound  builders  in  that  county  which 
are  so  celebrated,  would  interest  the  world. 

Enough  appears  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary to  show  that  the  book  would  be  one 
of  romantic  interest. 

During  the  year  ending  4tn  of  July,  1873, 
the  society  lost  by  death  Hon.  Wm.  Stan- 
berry  and  Dr.  J.  N.  Wilson,  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  society  from  1867  to 
the  time  of  their  deaths. 

The  officers  elected  4th  of  July,  1873,  for 
the  ensuing  year  were: 

President— P.  N.  O'Barron. 

Vice  Presidents— T.  J.  Anderson,  M.  M. 
Munson,  Daniel  Torry. 

Corresponding  Secretary — C.  B.  Giffln. 

Recording  Secretary — Isaac  Smucker. 

Treasurer — Enoch  Wilson. 

Chaplain — Rev.  C.  Springer. 

Logan  county — There  is  a  pioneer  society 
for  this  and  Champaign  county  jointly,  a 
more  full  account  ot  which  will  be  found 
under  Champaign  county.  Its  President, 
J.  M.  Glover,  resides  at  West  Liberty,  in 
Logan  county. 

Lorain  county — In  1857  a  Pioneer  Asso 
ciation  was  formed,  which  in  the  fall  of 
1859,  had  a  large  meeting  and  an  address. 

It  had  an  annual  address  on  the  4th  of 
July  of  each  year,  until  1861,  when  the  war 
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stopped  it.  The  meetings  were  large  and 
interesting,  and  addresses  good.  The  late 
Dr.  Belts  of  Brownhelm  was  President. 

The  address  of  1860  by  Gen.  L.  V.  Bierce 
is  published  in  Fireland's  Pioneer  for  1861. 
LUCAS  county,  Toledo— The  "Toledo  His- 
torical and    Geographical    Society"  was  or- 
ganized June  13th,  1871.     It  has  a  small  li- 
brary, and  some  relics.  Officers  Oct.  10th, '73. 
President— E.  H  Fitch. 
Vice  President— H.  M.  Bacon. 
Treasurer— Dr.  J.  T.  Woods. 
The  President  was  Secretary  pro  tern. 
Madison  county— None,  (Oct.  14th,  1873.)) 
Mahomng  county— None,  (Dec.  6th,  1873.) 
The  Hon.    Elisha  Whiitiesey   and  Hon. 
Frederick  Wads  worth,  both  now  deceased, 
prepared  two  manuscript  volumes  of    the 
local  hisiory  and  biography  of  this  County. 
Marion  county— None,  (Oct.   17th,    1873.) 
Medina  county — None. 
"The  Pioneer  History  of  Medina  county," 
appears  in  a  12-mo  vol.   pp.   221,  publisned 
in  Medina  in    1861,  by    the   author,    N.    B. 
Northrop,  of  that  place. 
Meigs  County— None,  (Get.  14th,  1873.) 
Mercer  County— None,  (Oct.   24th,  1873,) 
but  some  talk  of  organizing  one. 
Miami  County— None,  (Oct.  21st,  1873.) 
Monroe  County— None,  (Oct  loth,  1873.) 
Montgomery      County,      Dayton — "  The 
Montgomery  County   Pioneer  Association," 
was  organized  November,  1867.     George  B. 
Holt,  now  deceased,  was  its  President.     Its 
President  m  October,   1873,   was   Henry  L. 
Brown.      It  has  no  collection  of  books  or 
papers  except  such  records  as  are  usual  in 
such  societies.      It  was   visited  by  the  Cin- 
cL  nati  Pioneers  in  September,  1873.     The 
very  interesting  addresses  are  to  be  found 
in  "Cincinnati  Pioneer,"  No.  2,  published  by 
John  D.  Caldwell,    Secretary  of  the  Cincin- 
nati Society. 

Morgan  County — None,  (Dec.  18,  1873.) 
Morrow  County — None,  (Nov.  3d,  1873.) 
Musk'nsura  County— None,  (Oct.20th,'73.) 
Noble  County— None,  (Oct.  26th,  1873.) 
Ottawa  County— None.  (Oct.  15th,  1873.) 
Pauldiug  County— None,VOct.  15th,  1873.) 
Perrv  County— None,  (1873.) 
Piekaway  County,  Oirclev  lie— The  "Pick- 
away  County   Historical  and  Pioneer  Asso- 
ciation" was  formed  January,  1873. 

President — Dr  Wayne  Griswold,  deceased. 
Secretary— Alfred  Williams. 
It  has  no  library  or  relics.     There  was  pub- 
lished at  Cireleville  in  1873,  a  very  interest- 
ing and  pertinent  address  delivered    by  its 
secietary.     8  mp.  14  pp. 

The  objects  of  the  society  are  stated  to  be: 
1st.  The  collection  of  material  for  the  hisio- 
rian.     2d.   The  promotion    of    social  inter- 
course among  the  pioneers  of  the  county. 
Pike  county— None,  (April  9,  1874. 


Portage  county— None,  Oct.  18,  1873. 

Generaj  L.  V.  Bierce,  of  Akron,  has  writ- 
ten the  history  of  all  the  townships  of  the 
county  which  has  been  published  in  the 
county  papers. 

Preble  county— The  Pioneer  Association 
of  Preble  county  was  formed  about  1868,  and 
many  sketches  and  reminiscences  were  rol 
lected. 

President — Henry  Kerling. 

Secretary — Jesse  B.  Stephens. 

The  president,  secretary,  and  many  old 
settlers  died,  and  the  society  ceased  to  exist. 

A.  Haines,  Sr.,  of  Eaton,  has  written  an 
outline  sketch  of  the  early  courts,of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  township,  of  mound  builders, 
&c.,  published  in  the  county  papers. 

Putnam  county— None,  (Dec.  16,  1873.) 

Richland  county,  Mansfield — "Richland 
County  Historical  Society,"  organized  21st 
October,  1869. 

President— Alexander  C.  Welch. 

A  Vice  President  for  each  township. 

Recorder — Henry  C.  Hedges. 

Secretary — General  R.  Brinkerhoff. 

The  society  has  no  general  collection. 
General  Brinkerhoff  has  published  from 
time  to  t'me  in  the  county  papers  sketches 
of  its  history,  which  should  be  published  in 
more  permanent  form. 

Ross  county,  Chillicothe — The  Logan  His- 
torical Society  was  formed  28th  of  July,  1841. 

President — Felix  Renick. 

Secretary — John  S.  Williams. 

In  1849,  Messrs.  James  H.  Perkins  and 
George  Kendall  state  that  an  attempt  was 
then  being  made  to  revive  the  society.  It 
seems  to  have  been  unsuccessful.  The  ex- 
istence of  the  society  led  to  the  following 
well  known  and  valuable  publication:  The 
American  Pioneer,  a  monthly  periodical 
devoted  to  the  objects  of  the  Logan  His- 
torical Society,  ed  ted  and  published  by 
John  S.  Williams.  It  commenced  January, 
1842,  the  last  number,  closing  the  second 
volume,  was  issued  October,  1843. 

"The  Pioneer  History  of  Ro?s  County, 
Ohio,"  is  a  collection  of  township  and  bi- 
ographical sketches  of  Isaac  J.  Finley  and 
Ilufus  Putnam.  1  vol.,  8vo..  pp.  148.  Cincin- 
nati. 1871. 

Sandusky  county—  Preliminary  steps,  but 
13th  Dec.  1873  organization  not  perfected, 
says  Rev.  E.  BushnelJ,  &c. 

Gov.  R.  B.  Hayes,  Fremont  13th  Dec. 
1873, expects  the  society  to  organize  in  June. 

Have  preserved  various  addresses  and 
newspaper  articles. 

Scioto  county — "The  Pioneer  Association 
of  the  Siate  of  Ohio,"  was  organized  2Uh 
April  1873. 

President,  Eli  Glover, 

Secretary,  Thomas  S.  Hall. 
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Treasurer,  Col.  R.  Kinney. 

No  papers  except  a  muster  roll,  1809  to 
1812,  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 

Seneca  county.  Tiffin — "Seneca  county 
P'oneer  and  Historical  Society,"  Officers 
in  1870: 

President.    Dr.   Henry  Kuhn. 

Sec.  and  Biographer,  W.  Lang. 

Treasurer,  Lj  man  White. 

Some  account  of  the  society  will  be  found 
in  Knapp's  History  of  the  Maumee  valley, 
pp.  493  to  41)7. 

"The  History  of  Seneca  county,"  by  Con- 
sul W.  Burterfield,  now  of  Bucyrus,  'Ohio, 
1875  of  Madison,  Wisconsin,  was  published 
in  Sandusky  in  1848,  in  a  12  mo.  volume  pp. 
252.  The  author  of  that  book  has  written 
"Crawford's  Campaign  against  Sandusky, 
in  1782,"  1  mo.  8  vo.  pp.  403,  published 
1873  by  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  at  Cincinnati. 

Shelhy  county — None. 

Stark  county — None. 

Summit  county — None  for  the  county. 

An  annual  Pioneer  picnic  is  held^lOth 
September  of  each  year,  in  Bath  township, 
including  pioneers  of  adjoining  towns  in 
Summit  and  Medina  counties. 

The  Tallmadge  Historical  Society,  in  the 
township  cf  that  name,  is  collecting  a  very 
complete  history  of  the  township;  was 
organized  24th  March  1858,  and  the  follow- 
ing oiHoers  were  chosen: 

President — Amos  Sevvard. 

Vice  President — Sidney  Edgarton. 

Recording  Secretary — L.  C.  Walton. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Andrew  Fenn 

Treasurer— L  V.  Bierce,  Jr. 

Executive  Committee — J.  O.  Wolcutt  and 
C.  0.  Bronson. 

The  society  has  235  patres  of  records  and 
a  large  amount  of  historical  matter.  Some 
of  their  proceedings  have  been  published  in 
newspapers  and  the  semi-centennial  pro- 
ceedings of  June,  1857,  in  pamphlet  form. 
The  history  of  the  county  has  been  published 
by  General  L.  V.  Bierce,  of  Akron,  1  vol.,  12 
mo.,pp  157;  and  the  history  of  Talimadge, 
by  Colonel  Charles  Whittlesey,  1842. 

Trumbull  County— None  (1874.) 

Tuscarawas  county — None  (Oct.  23,1873.) 

Union  county— None  (Dec,  13,  1873),  but 
says  my  informant,  the  Rev.  W.  G.  March, 
of  Marysvi  le, — "much  needed." 

Van  Vert  County— none  28th  October, 
1873.  One  was  attempted  4th  July,  1872, 
but  the  organization  was  not  completed.  It 
is  contemplated  to  form  one. 

V  in  ton  County— none  (December  17th,  73  ) 


Warren  County— none  (December  15th, 
1873.) 

Washington  County— Marietta.— The  Ma- 
rietta Historical  Association  was  formed  24th 
November,  1841,  "expecting,"  says  Hon.  D. 
K.  Lete  in  his  address  before  referred  to,  "a 
hope  to  do  its  share  in  the  preparation  of 
Western  History. "  The  officers  according  to 
to  the  Cincinnati  report,  were: 

President— Ephraim  Cutler. 

Vice  Pres  dent— Arius  Nye. 

Corresponding  Secretary— Caleb  Emerson. 

Becoming  Secretary— Ar  us  8.  Nye. 

Curators— William  R.  Putnam, John  Mills 
A.  T.  Nye. 

It  made  collections  ernbracine  150  vol 
umes,  some  volumes  of  old  newspapers,  and 
manuscripts.  It  was  apparently  expected 
to  make  some  publications,  but  the  society 
long  ago  disbanded,  and  its  collections  are 
scattered. 

"The  Pioneer  Association  of  Washington 
county,  OLio,"  was  organized  22d  February, 
1869 — Objects,  social  intercourse,  personal 
narrat'ves,  and  any  other  information  valu- 
able to  the  history  of  the  county  or  State. 

At  the  annual  meeting  7th  April,  1874, 
the  following  officers  were  elected: 

President— Wm.  R  Putnam,  (grandson  of 
Gen;  Rufus  Putnam.) 

Vice  President— E.  S.  Mclntosh. 

Secretary— Wm.  F.  Curtis. 

Corresponding  Secretary— A.  T.  Nye,  with 
a  treasurer  and  an  executive  committee. 

Wayne  county,  Wooster— The  Wooster 
Historical  Spc'tty  was  organized  at  the 
Court  House,in  a  citizens  meeting  Nov.  19tn, 
1875,  and  the  following  were  elected: 

President — Constant  Lake. 

Vice  President— John  McClellan. 

Treasurer— S.  R.   Bonewitz. 

Recording  Secretary— Benjamin  Eason. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Thomas  Wood- 
land, with  an  executive  committee  and  an 
historian,  Benjamin  Douglass. 

Its  specific  purpose  is  to  collect  a'l  suita- 
ble material  for,  and  publish  in  a  book  form 
a  complete  history  of  the  county.  Its  col- 
lections are,  in  February,  1874,  about  com- 
plef e,  and  the  manuscript  is  nearly  ready  for 
the  publisher. 

Benjamin  Eason  (February  1874)  the 
recording  secretary,  gives  me  the  foregoing 
information. 

V\  illiams  county — There  WUH  an   old  set- 
tlers association  formed  in  1860  or  1861.  The 
war  coming  on  the  association  was  dropped. 
Wood  county — None. 
Wyandot  county — None. 
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